Brief information about the project

Title

IAP19675718 "A new vision on Yasawi heritage: comprehensive
understanding of Auliye phenomenon in Kazakh tradition and
history of Central Asian Sufism

"

Relevance

Essential marker of Kazakh tradition is the custom to venerate
saints (auliyege magzym). The project plans to study the
phenomenon of saints on a new conceptual basis and
interdisciplinary methodology taking into account that the study of]
sacred history deviated towards cult sites, material-bookish|
heritage while attention to religious ascetic figure had weakened
'Yassavi's Sufism and the doctrine of Consciousness will be
integrated into modern discourse. The project reflects the Central
IAsian factor, cultural ties with Uzbekistan. Within the framework
of the project, the topic of female religiosity and saint women will
be studied for the first time on a scientific basis. The "blank spots"
of Yassawi's teaching will be revealed and hagiographic
information will be supplemented.

Aim

In line with reinterpretation of Yasawism auliye phenomenon to bej
subjected to a comprehensive understanding within Kazakh
tradition and history of Central Asian Sufism.

Tasks

1 To study the historical background of the formation of the
tradition of venerating saints in local Islam and its features at
different stages, the role of Sufism (tasawwuf) in its formation,
issues of the ethnoculture of the Kazakhs, their connections with
the Khojas, genealogy;

2 In the context of comparison and integration of new trends in
Islamic studies and Turkology, different points of view, deeper
consideration and theoretical rethinking of the content of “cult of
saints” (correct: tagzym- honor) as an indicator of traditional
Turkic-Hanafi Islam, not shamanism;

3 To substantiate the theological and psychological prerequisites
for the sanctification of the personality of Yassawi and other |
ascetics, defining such categories and terms as “aulie”, “ruh”,
“insan kamil”, etc.;

4. According to definite methods to explore historical and
ethnographic information about local Islamic heroes and holy
women in connection with sacred geography, Kazakh folklore and
Nomad's worldview;

5. Study of medieval Sufi hagiography of Central Asia, Persian and|
Turkic works in the genre of "tazkira" (lives of saints) from the
point of view of the revival of the image of the saint, self-
improvement and Sufi esotericism;

6. To systematize information about pilgrimage sites in
IKazakhstan, especially in the southern regions, and neighboring
regions, primarily Uzbekistan, in terms of saints and ishans, which
will make it possible to clarify the characteristics of local Islam and
its role in the integration of the peoples of the region;

7. To clarify the connection between religious pilgrimage sites

(mosques, tombs, caves, etc.) and a specific holy person (or|




community of saints). In this regard, to study the features of]
pilgrimage, dhikr rituals, ascetic practices, the attitude of Sufis to
nature, their influence on the social processes of the country, the
literary heritage of holy people;
8. Introduction into scientific circulation of new materials from|
field ethnographic research, archival and theological sources about]
saints of different eras, including ishans, dervishes, pirs, duans,
bakhshi, paying special attention to the practice of healing, its
secrets, the peculiarities of upbringing and education, the practice
of mastering the unconscious spheres of the human psyche,
achieving a special state of consciousness, studying the
development of talents;

0. To formulate a more complete and modern understanding of the
phenomenon of the Saint, based on the implementation of the
above tasks, generalization and synthesis of scientific data. To
integrate Yasavism into the modern interdisciplinary scientific
system of spiritual transformation (change) of personality, paths of]
self-knowledge and achievement of a holistic worldview.

Expected and Achieved Results

The implementation of the project will allow us to obtain modern
knowledge about the phenomenon of Auliye, to integrate the legacy
of Yassawi into a new system of scientific and philosophical
knowledge. In particular, the genesis of the tradition of venerating
the saint will be revealed, a holistic view of the object of study is
presented, corresponding to local religious traditions, taking into
account connections with the Kazakh ethnoculture, Sufism|
(tasawwuf), khojas, Kazakh genealogies; through a critical
rethinking of Soviet and post-Soviet theories and contemporary
Islamic discourse, the main methods of identifying holiness as a
Muslim-Sufi marker will be identified, this will help to clarify the
concept of Islamization of the Kazakhs; the sacralization of the
personalities of Yasawi, Bahauddin, Mashkhur-Zhusup and other
saints will be reflected in the context of the evolution of spiritual
practices and the history of sacred objects; from the point of view,
of Auliye, hagiographic and other written sources in Arabic,
Persian, and Chagatai languages are studied, and new information|
and facts will be introduce into scientific circulation.

The reconstruction of Sufi practices in the history of Central Asia
is carried out using an interdisciplinary approach; the origin of
legends and myths about holy women is studied;

Based on the history of saints of different eras, the secrets of
Sufism and Sufi medicine, education and training, travel,
psychological knowledge and participation in public life are
studied from a modern point of view.

The results will reflect in 1 (one) publication in a peer-reviewed
journal with a CiteScore of at least 35 (thirty-five) percentile in
the Scopus database, as well as 3 articles in publications
recommended by SHEQAC of RoK

, a collective monograph and a textbook.

To date, 1 (one) textbook has been published. 3 scientific articles
have been published in publications recommended by SHEQAC

of RoK, 3 scientific articles have been published in the

roceedings of international scientific conferences. Publication in




the Scopus database journal and a collective monograph is
planned for the 3rd quarter of this year.
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I Nurtazina Nazira Dautbekovna — head of Project, Doctor of]
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6. Dauytbekova Marzhan Kanatbekovna - candidate of historical
sciences.

Hirsch index -2. Scopus ID: 57189622991
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorld=57189622991
ORCID https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4058-1984

7. Akimbek Zhanibek Altynbekuly - PhD doctoral student
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5757-4687

8. Mollakanagatuly Saipulla - PhD student]
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Sufism". Almaty:Smart University Press, 2023, 262 c. (16,3 p.sh).
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IApproaches and Prospects for Study in the Context of the Muslim-
Sufi Tradition of Central Asia // Electronic Scientific Journal

«edu.e-history.kzy». 2024. T. 11. Ne3. C. 541-557. (rus). DOL:
10.51943/2710-3994 2024 11 3 541-557 https://edu.e-

history.kz/index.php/history/article/view/1184 (in Russian)

3 Azmukhanova A.M., Egamberdiev M.Sh. Kazakhstan batys
aimaktarynyn aulie tulgalarymen baylanysty sakraldy kenistikteri:
madeni mura, ruhani biregeylik maseleler [Sacred spaces of
Western Kazakhstan in the connection of holy personalities ] (in
Kazakh)

//  Bulletin of Abai KazNPU, 2025. Nel. P. 268-288.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1D-KD-

8co3plgeofuhADim6uPm6cNOWpl/view?usp=sharing

List of articles published in international scientific
conferences:

1 Akimbek J. Sufism, the heritage of Yasawi and Turkestan ishans
in the works of local historian N.S. Lykoshin(in Russian)

/I Collection of materials International scientific and practical
conference "Current problems of archeology, ethnology and
museology"

Almaty, 17 mai, 2024. P.257-260.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BOKDgZhgwx57800RdGtIr3T

0l61gSwls/view?usp=sharing

2 Nurtazina N.., Sufism and Women: Spiritual Origins of the
Veneration of Holy Mothers in the Kazakh Tradition //
Proceedings of the International Scientific and Practical
Conference “Wisdom of the Century — Khoja Akhmet Yassawi”.
Turkestan (in Kazakh)
, 2024. P. 304-311
https://drive.google.com/file/d/THXRTt7vhSADoEOkKOKITEQ
mwGnD4SLK90/view?usp=sharing
3 Nurtazina N.D. From the history of Sufi healing: Yuldash-ishan
Zainutdinov (1908-1995) // Materials of the international
scientific and practical conference "III Dulatov Readings" on the
topic "Development of domestic historical science in the modern
period and its directions". A., January 31, 2025.(in Russian)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
wFSdaQPLQIzxxQRXVNUEHiL_hfsBBUd/view?usp=sharin
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Patent information

IAuthor's certificate No. 39447 dated 05. 10.2023. Islamization of
medieval Kazakhstan and the role of Sufism (Textbook in
Russian).
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